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February 2011 – Happy Birthday, LWV!! 
 

President’s Letter 

Yavapai County District 3 Supervisor Chip Davis will be the guest speaker at our February 14th 

League Anniversary Luncheon.  His topic will be redistricting.  As you all know, Chip Davis is 

always interesting and informative, and this is an important topic for our region and all of 

Arizona.  I hope you will be able to attend. 

On March 9th, we will host our post-election fundraiser “Wine O’Clock” at the MIC e-go Gallery in 

Clarkdale. It will be a chance for all of us to get together, enjoy some wine and cheese and other 

goodies, and discuss the topics of the day. There is a flyer towards the end of this Voter that you 

can share with friends who might like to join us.  I hope to see you all there.  Our April program 

on regionalism is in the development stages and we will keep you informed as we progress. 

Voter Service – Forums for Cottonwood and Camp Verde 

The Cottonwood forum went very well.  Five of the seven Council candidates and the Mayor 
came and answered some very good questions from the audience.  The forum was taped for 

broadcast on Yavapai Broadcasting, Verde Valley TV, Channel 2 and for viewing on demand on 

their website. 
  

There will be a forum in Camp Verde for the candidates for Council and Mayor on Thursday 

evening, February 24 from 6:00 to 8:00pm in Room 206/207 in the Town Hall complex, 473 S. 
Main St., Camp Verde.  This forum will be cosponsored by the Camp Verde Chamber of 

Commerce. 

 



 

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages informed and active 

participation in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences 

public policy through education and advocacy. 

 

 



BOARD OF DIRECTORS MEETING 

The LWVSVV Board of Directors met on January 20th, and continued planning for the rest of this 

year’s activities.   Discussion focused for the main part on finalizing arrangements for the 

Anniversary Luncheon and the March social, and moving forward with the major spring forum 

now dubbed “Doing Regionalism.”   It is tentatively planned to take place on Friday, April 29th, at 

the Clarkdale campus of Yavapai Community College.  It will center on what works and what 

does not work when a regional approach is needed on such issues as municipal actions, state 

parks, land use, and economic development.  We are seeking knowledgeable and articulate 

speakers to participate in morning and afternoon panels.  Judy Miller welcomes volunteers to 

work on putting this program together and/or assisting at the event. 

Our league has joined the “Sedona Wish List” website for nonprofit organizations.  This is an 

opportunity to introduce ourselves to the community, publicize our events, and reach out to 

prospective new members.  The site is at www.sedonawishlist.org; you can see our profile page 

there. 

Additional matters that came up included a report from Robyn Prud’homme-Bauer on the State 

League (LWVAZ) convention that will take place May 21-22 in Surprise, AZ.  Robyn is working 

with another member to put together a workshop on election forums for convention participants.  

Also on May 19, there will be a “Community Conversation” - “The Verde River – An Economy for a 

Sustainable Future”.  The event is being coordinated by Greg Kornrumph of the Salt River 

Project, as his project for Arizona Project CNTRL Leadership Program.  Among the participants in 

the Community Conversation are the Verde Valley Regional Economic Organization, the Nature 

Conservancy, Yavapai College, and the Verde Watershed Association.  Our League has been 

asked to help provide facilitators and promote the event; the board agreed to do the request.  

This falls in line with our goal to do something on water issues each year. 

 

NOMINATING COMMITTEE SEEKS CANDIDATES 

Rita Livingston, Mary Gassaway, and Fran Levengood are serving as our Nominating Committee 

this year and have been working to identify candidates for Board of Directors and Nominating 

Committee positions that will be filled by election at our annual meeting in May.  If you are 

interested in serving in either capacity – or if there is another member whom you would like to 

recommend, please contact a Nominating Committee member and let them know as soon as 

possible. 

 

CALL TO ACTION ON PRESIDENTIAL CAMPAIGN FINANCING 

In late January, The League of Women Voters of the United States issued a press release and a 

letter to Congress, urging members of the U.S. House of Representatives to oppose repeal of the 

public financing system for presidential elections.  Unfortunately, the House did pass the bill.  

Pointing to the lack of hearings or other committee action on the legislation, League President 

Elisabeth MacNamara said, “The rush to the floor, without following the normal procedures of the 

http://www.sedonawishlist.org/


House, is deeply disturbing. The American people deserve better than this.”  The hope is that the 

Senate will NOT approve the bill. 

LWV President MacNamara also cited the fact that the cost of the public financing system is 

relatively small and its deletion would contribute little to debt or deficit reduction.  The hasty 

action without hearings prevented opponents of repeal from getting out the positives of 

presidential campaign financing, such as reducing corruption and the appearance of corruption 

and, especially, giving the average citizen an important role to play in funding campaigns. 

The League does agree that system needs to be repaired in order to continue serving the 

interests of the American people and protecting against corruption. It “began to decline when 

campaign costs outstripped the public financing provided to participating candidates and 

frontloading changes in the presidential nominating process occurred. A modernized system 

would provide presidential candidates with a viable alternative to finance their campaigns 

focused on average citizens and small donors, as opposed to being dependent on big donors, 

bundlers, lobbyists, and corporate and other outside spenders…. The issues surrounding 

presidential campaign financing deserve careful consideration and should be the subject of 

hearings and thoughtful deliberation.” 

Stay tuned for additional calls to action as this story develops. 

REPORT FROM STATE LEAGUE 

Update LWVAZ STUDY ON THE STRUCTURE OF THE EXECUTIVE BRANCH OF STATE 

GOVERNMENT IN ARIZONA  

At our last LWVAZ convention in 2009, the delegates adopted a new study that was to be an update 

on reorganizing the executive branch of our state government.  Our present LWVAZ position is in 

support of measures to strengthen the executive branch of the state government and to integrate 

administration by centralizing authority and responsibility in the governor.  This position was adopted 

in 1963.  Although opened for updates throughout the years, there appears to be no change to that 

position.   

As the LWVAZ study committee began to focus the study, they determined that the purpose of the 

study was for the League to have a position on whether Arizona should have a Lieutenant Governor, 

and, if so, how that individual should be selected and what that individual’s duties should be.  We also 

wanted the league to have a position on how the Secretary of State should be selected and whether 

that individual should be first in line to take over the governorship if the position became vacant.   

The consensus questions for this study have been sent to the local Leagues throughout Arizona for 

discussion.  The LWV Sedona-Verde Valley board will be discussing when we will be holding 

discussion meetings at our February board meeting.  If you are interested in this issue or want to 

participate in this study, please feel free to contact Robyn Prud’homme-Bauer.  This should be a 

timely and very interesting discussion. 

More News from LWVAZ…… 



 

 

 



 

On the Redistricting issue ………….. 

 



 

 

 

 



 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LWVSVV  Board Members 2010-2011 
 
Francine Levengood, VOC  Judy Miller, Cornville 
President  Secretary 

 
Liz Danbury, Sedona  Donna Pratt, Sedona 
Treasurer  Membership 

 
Robyn Prud’homme Bauer, Clarkdale  Kathy Heidepriem, Sedona 
Representative to LWVAZ  Newsletter and Website 
 
Ellie Bauer, Clarkdale  
 

  Off-Board Voter Service Off-Board Voter Registration 
  Mary Gassaway  Evie Rowland 

LWVSVV CALENDAR 2010-2011 

Date Event 
Monday, February 14th, 11:00 a.m.-1:30 
p.m. 

Annual League Anniversary Luncheon Agave 
Room, Best Western Inn of Sedona 1200 
West SR89A 

February 17th, Thursday, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. LWVSVV Board Meeting                            
Oak Creek Valley Clubhouse                                                                                    

February 24th, Thursday, 6:00-8:00 p.m. Camp Verde Candidate Forum               
Room  206/207 Camp Verde  Town Hall 
Complex, 473 S. Main Street 

March 8th, Tuesday Municipal Elections                                       
Cottonwood and Camp Verde 

March 9th, Wednesday, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m. 

NOTE TIME CHANGE! 

Post-Election “Wine O’Clock”                                       
Alcora Showroom and MIC e-go Gallery                      
921 Main Street, Clarkdale 

March 17th, Thursday, 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. LWVSVV Board Meeting                            
Oak Creek Valley Clubhouse 

April 29th, Friday, morning/afternoon Spring Educational Forum on Regionalism               
Verde Campus of Yavapai College, Clarkdale 

May 14th, Saturday, 9:30 a.m. (approx.)                                                                                                      LWVSVV Annual Meeting and Elections 
Breakfast/Brunch – Location TBD              

May 19th, Thursday Community Conversation on the Economy of 
the Verde River 

Verde Campus of Yavapai College, Clarkdale 

May 21-22, Saturday-Sunday LWVAZ Convention                                   
Windmill Suites, Surprise, AZ 


